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REMARKS 

Claims 1-23 were pending prior to amendment. Claims 24-26 
have been added* Claims 24 -25 are supported in the 
specification; see, for example, on page 5, paragraphs 14 and 
15. Therefore, no new matter is added. 

Claim© 1-23 stand rejected as allegedly being anticipated 
by U.S. Published Patent Application No. 2004/0010770 to Broeke 
et al. ("Broeke") . In view of the amendments and remarks 
herein, the rejections are respectfully traversed. 
Reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested. 

Claim 1 

Claim 1 has been amended to further emphasize patentable 
aspects. Claim 1 is patentable over Broeke because Broeke 
neither teaches nor suggests that "wherein one of the two or 
more second mask patterns is to be included in a first mask to 
pattern some of the plurality of features on the particular 
substrate layer, and a different one of the two or more second 
mask patterns is to be included in a second mask separate from 
the first mask to pattern others of the plurality of features on 
the particular substrate layer, " as recited in claim 1. 

Instead, Broeke teaches systems and techniques for forming 
a single mask. For example, Broeke teaches that features in a 
target pattern having a width equal to or less than a maximum 
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width are identified. For those features, Broeke teaches that 
phase structures are formed in a mask. For features having a 
width greater than the maximum width, Broeke teaches that opaque 
structures are formed in the mask. (Please see the Abstract of 
Broeke) . 

However, Broeke neither teaches nor suggests that features 
of a mask pattern are to be included in separate first and 
second masks. The features of Broeke are all formed in a single 
mask. 

In the rejection of claim 6, the office action cites Figure 
1 and paragraphs 28, 34, and 38 of Broeke as teaching generating 
two or more masks. However, it is respectfully noted that this 
is not so. Instead, each of these portions of Broeke refers to 
a single mask* 

In Figure 1, step 16 is "Generate Mask," referring to the 
generation of a single mask rather than multiple masks. 
Paragraphs 28, 34, and 3 8 refer to "the mask" and "the resultant 
mask," rather than "the masks." 

For at least the above reasons, claim 1 is patentable over 
Broeke . 

Claims 2-11 

Claims 2-11 depend from claim l, and are therefore 
patentable for at least the same reasons. 
Claims 12-26 
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Independent claims 12 , 17 , and 24 include features similar 
to those discussed above with respect to claim 1, and are 
therefore patentable for at least similar reasons. Claims 13- 
16, 18-23, 25 r and 26 depend from claims 12, 17, and 24, and are 
therefore patentable for at least the same reasons. 

CONCLUSION 

It is believed that all of the pending claims have been 
addressed in this paper. However, failure to address a specific 
rejection, issue, or comment, does not signify agreement with or 
concession of that rejection, issue or comment. in addition, 
because the arguments made above are not intended to be 
exhaustive, there may be reasons for patentability of any or all 
pending claims (or other claims) that have not been expressed. 
Finally, nothing in this paper should be construed as an intent 
to concede any issue with regard to any claim, except as 
specifically stated in this paper, and the amendment of any 
claim does not necessarily signify concession of unpatentability 
of the claim prior to its amendment. 

Claims 1-2 6 are in condition for allowance, and a notice to 
that effect is respectfully solicited. If the Examiner has any 
questions regarding this response, the Examiner is invited to 
telephone the undersigned at (858) 678-4311. 
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Please apply $350.00 for the excess claim fee and any other 
charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050, 



Date: 



02/01/05 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 

PTO Customer Number: 20965 

123 90 El Camino Real 

San Diego, CA 9213 0 

Telephone: (858) 678-5070 

Facsimile: (858) 678-5099 

1047607B.doc 



Respectfully submitted, 



£tJh== 



Linda G. Gunderson 
Reg. No, 46,341 

Attorney for Intel Corporation 
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